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For compofition I prefer next Ludovico, a moft judicious 
and fweet compojer. Peacham of Mufick. 

The compojer has fo exprefled my fenfe, where I intended 
to move the paffions, that he feems to have been the poet as 
well as the compojer. Dryden' s Albion and Albanius , Preface . 

Composite, adj. [- compofetus , Latin.] 

The comp aft e order in architecture is the laft of the five or- 
ders of columns ; fo namejfl becaufe its capital is compofed out 
of thofe of the other orders 5 and it is alfo called the Roman 
and Italick order. Harris. 

Some are of opinion, that the compofite pillars of this arch 
were made in imitation of the pillars of Solomon’s temple.' 

Addifon s Remarks on Italy, 
Composition, n.f [ cotnpofitio , Latin.] 

1. The aCt of forming an integral of various diflimilar parts. 

We have exaCt forms oi-COmpoftion , whereby they incorpo- 
rate almoft as they were natural fimples. Bacon's New Atlantis. 

In the time of the yncas reign in Peru, no compofition was 
allowed by the laws to be ufed in point of medicine, but on- 
ly fimples proper to each difeafe. Temple. 

2. The a< 5 t of bringing fimple ideas into complication, oppofed 
to analyfis, or the feparation of complex notions. 

The inveftigation of difficult things, by the method of 
analyfis, ought ever to precede the method of compofition. Newt. 

3. A mafs formed by mingling different ingredients. 

Pleat and vivacity in age, is an excellent compofition for 
buftnefs. Bacon , Effay 43. 

Vaft pillars of ftone, cafed over with a compofition , that looks 
the moft like marble of any thing one can imagine. Addifon. 
Jove mix’d up all, and his beft clay employ’d, 

Then call'd the happy compofition Floyd. Swift. 

4. The ftate of being compounded ; union ; conjunction ; com- 
bination. 

Contemplate things firft in their own fimple natures, and 
afterwards view them in compofition with other things. Watts . 

5. The arrangement of various figures in a picture. 

The difpofition in a pi&ure is an affembling of many parts : 

* this is alfo called the compofition , by which is meant the diftri- 
bution and orderly placing of things, both in general and in 
particular. Drydens Dufrcfnoy. 

6. Written work. 

W r iters are divided concerning the authority of the greater 
part of thofe compoftiom that pafs in his name. L EJlrange. 

That divine prayer has always been looked upon as a com- 
pofition fit to have proceeded from the wifeft of men. Addifon. 

U When I read rules of criticifm, I enquire after the works 
of the author, and by that means difeover what he likes in a 
compofition. Addifon s Guardian , N .115* 

y.' Adjuftment ; regulation. 

A preacher in the invention of matter, election of words, 
compofition of gefture, look, pronunciation, motion, ufeth all 
thefe faculties at once. Benj. fobnfon s Difcov. 

"8: Compact ; agreement ; terms on which differences are 

■ fettled. ... , 

To take awav all fuch mutual grievance, injuries and 

wrongs, there was no way but only by going upon compo- 
fition and agreement amongft themfelves. And again, all pub- 
lick regiment, of what kind foever, feemeth evidently to have 
arifen from deliberate advice, confultation, and compofition be- 
tween men, judging it convenient and behoveful. Hookei • 

Thus we are agreed ; 

I crave our compofition may be written. 

And feal’d between us. Shakefpeare' s Anthony and Cleopatia. 

Their courage droops, and, hopelefs now, they wifti^ 

For compofition with th’ unconquer’d filh. Waller . 

9. The aCt of discharging a debt by paying part; the fum paid. 

10. Confiftency ; congruity. 

There is no compofition in thefe news, 

That gives them credit.- , 

Indeed they are difproportion’d. Shakefpeare s Othello . 

it. [In grammar.] The joining of two words together, or the 
prefixing a particle to another word, to augment, diminilh, or 
change its fignification. 

12. A certain method of demonftration in mathematicks, which 
is the reverfe of the analytical method, or of refolution. t 
proceeds upon principles' in themfelves felf-evident, on defi- 
nitions, poftulates and axioms, and a previoufly demon trated 
feries of propofitions, ftep by ftep, ’till it gives a clear know- 
ledge of the thing to be demonftrated. 1 his is called the fyn 
tbetical method, and is- ufed by Euclid in h.s Elements. Harris. 
Compo'sitive. adj. [from cmfcfi.] Compounded; or having 

the power of compounding. a v a. 

Compo'sito R. n. f. [from comp-fe.} He that ranges and adj lifts 

the types in printing ; diftinguilhed from the preffman, who 

makes the impreffion upon paper. f 

C"d«M$OST, n.f. [Fr. compcftum, Lat.] A mixture of various 

fub fiances for enriching the ground j manure. 

We alfo have great variety of compofts and foils, tor the 
making of the earth fruitful. Bacon s Atlantis. 

Avoid what is to come, 

And do not fpread the compoft on the weeds, 

To make them ranker. Sbakeficare’s UamUt. 
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Water young planted fiirubs, amomiim especially, which 
you can hardly refrefn tco often, and it requires abundant 

c^pof Evelyn's Kalendar. 

I here, as his dream foretold, a cart heiound, 

That cafry’d ccmpcjl forth to dung the ground. Dryden. 

In vain the nurfling grove 
Seems fair a while, cherifii’d with fofter earth ; 

But when the alien cimpof is exhauft. 

Its native poverty again prevails. Philips. 

To Compo'st. v. a. [from the noun.] To manure; to enrich 
with foil. 

By removing into worfe earth, or forbearing to empof the 
earth, water-mint turneth into field-mint, and the colewort 
into rape. Bacon's Natural Hi/lory, N°. 518. 

As for earth, it compofcth itfelf; for I knew a garden that 
had a field poured upon it, and it did bear, fruit excellently. 

Bacon's Natural HiJIory, N°. 

Compo STUR.E. n.f [from compf . ] Soil; manure. 

The earth’s a thief, 

That feeds and breeds by a compoftw e fiofn 
From gen’ral excrements. Shakefpeare' s Timor. 

Composure, n.f. [from compofe.] 

1. The a£t of compofing or inditing. 

Their own forms are not like to be fo found, or compre- 
henfive of the nature of the duty, as forms of publick com- 
pofure. King Charles . 

2. Arrangement; combination; mixture; order. 

Hence languages arife, when, by inftitution and agreement, 
fuch a compojure of letters, i. e. fuch a word, is intended to 
fignify fuch a certain thing. Holder on Elements of Speech. 

From the various compofures and combinations of thefe 
corpufcles together, happen all the varieties of the bodies 
formed out of them. Woodward.' s Natural Hifory. 

3. The form arifing from the difpofition of the various parts. 

In compojure of his face. 

Liv’d a fair, but manly grace. Crajhaw. • 

4. Frame ; make ; temperament. 

To reel the ftreets at noon, and ftand the buffet 
With {laves that fmell of fweat ; fav this becomes him : 

As his compcfure muft be rare indeed, 

Whom thefe things cannot blemifti. Shakef Ant. and Cleop. 

5. Difpofition ; relative adjuftment. 

"I he duke of Buckingham fprung, without any help, by a 
kind of congenial compojure , to the likenefs of our late fove- 
reign and mailer. Wotton. 

6. Compofition ; framed difeourfe. 

Difcourfes on fuch occafions are feldom the productions of 
leifure, and Ihould be read with thofe favourable allowances 
that are made to hafty compofures. Atterbury's Pref to Sermons. 

In the compojures of men, remember you are a man as well 
as they; and it is not their reafon, but your own, that is 
given to guide you. Watts's Improvement of the Hind. 

7. Sedatenefs ; calmnefs ; tranquillity. 

To whom the virgin majefty of Eve, 

As one who loves, and fome unkindnels meets, 

With fweet auftere compofure thus reply ’d. Milt. Par. Kofi . 
The calmed: and fereneft hours of life, when the paffions of 
nature are all filent, and the mind enjoys its^ moft pencil 
compofure. Watts s Logick. 

8. Agreement; compofition; fettlement of differences. 

The treaty at Uxbridge gave the faireft hopes of an happy 
compofure. King Chat lei. 

Van guard ! to right and left the front unfold. 

That all may fee, who hate us, how we feek 
Peace and compofure. JAitton s P aradife Lof, b. vi. /• 5 
Things were not brought to an extremi y where 1 left the 
ftory : there feems yet to be room left for a compofure ; h ere ' 
after there may be only for pity. Dryd. Pref. to Abf. and Achit. 
Compota'tion. n.f. \_compctatio,Li2X.] 1 he adt of drinking 

or tippling together. ' . 

Secrecy to words fpoke under the rofe, only mean, in ccm- 
potation , from the ancient cuftom in fympofiack meetings, to 
wear chaplets of rofes. Brown s J u.gat rrours. 

If thou wilt prolong 
Dire compGtation , forthwith reafon quits 
Her empire to confufion and milrule, 

And vain debates ; then twenty tongues at once 
Confpire in fenfelcfs. jargon ; naught is heard 
But din and various clamour, and mad rant. ‘F 

To COMPO'UND. v. a. [ compono , Latin ] 

1. To mingle many ingredients together in one mafs. 

2. To form by uniting various parts. 

Whofoever compounded any like it, fhall be cut oir. tx. xx. . 

It will be difficult to evince, that nature does not make de- 
compounded bodies ; I mean, mingle together ue ? ^ ? 

are already compounded of elementary, or rat er 01 
ones J r Boyles Sceptical Chynnjt. 

The ideas, being each but one (ingle perception; are eaher 
got than the more complex ones ; and therefore are no , , 

to the uncertainty, which attends thofe compounded ones. Lode. 

3. To mingle in different pofitions ; to combine. , 

We cannot have a fingle image that did not enter J 0 « 
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the ficfht ; btit we have the power of altering and compounding 
thofe images into all the varieties of picture. Addif Spec! at v . 

, rin grammar.] To form one word from two or more words. 

^ Wiere it and Tigris embrace each other under the city o 
Apamia, there do they agree of a jointand^^wv^ name, 
are called Pijo-Tigris. . Raleigh s Hifory of the U or A. 

r To compofe by being united. 

Who’d be fo mock’d with glory, as to live 

But in a dream of friendfhip ? 

To have his pomp, and all what ftate compounds. 

But only painted, like his varnilh’d friends ! Shakef Ttmon. 

6. To adjuft a difference by fome receffion from the rigour of 

C]aU11 I would to God all ftrifes were well compounded. Shakefp. 

If there be any difeord or fuits between any of the family, 
they are compounded and appeafed. Bacon's New Atlantis. 

7. To difcharge a debt by paying only part. 

' Shall I, ye gods, he cries, my debts compound ? Gay. 

To CoMPO'UND. V. n. ' r , 

1. To come to terms of agreement by abating fomething Oi tne 
firft demand. It ha s for before the thing accepted or remitted. 

They were, at laft, glad to compound for his bare commit- 
ment to the 'Lower. _ _ Clarendon. 

Pray but for half the virtues of this wife; 

Compound for all the reft, with longer life. Dryden. 

2. To bargain in the lump. 

Here’s a fellow will help you to-morrow : compound with 
him by the year. Shakefpeare' s Meafure for Meajure. 

3. To come to terms. 

Cornwal compounded to furnifh ten oxen after Micnaelmas 
for thirty pounds. Carew's Survey of Cornwal. 

Once more I come to know of thee, king Harry, 

If for thy ranfom thou v/ilt now compound , 

Before thy moft allured overthrow ? Shakej. Henry V. 

Made all the royal ftars recant, 

Compound and take the covenant. Hudibras , p. ii. cant. 3. 

But ufelefs all, when he, defpairing, found 
Catullus then did with the winds compound. Dryd. Juvenal. 
Paracelfus and his admirers have compounded with the Ga- 
lenifts, and brought a mixed ufe of chymical medicines into 
the prefent pradlice. Temple. 

4. To determine. This is not in ufe. 

We here deliver, 

Subfcribed by the confuls and patricians. 

Together with the feal of the fenate, what 
We have compounded on. Shakefpeare' s Coriolanus'. 

CVmpound. adj. [from the verb.] 

1. Formed out of many ingredients; not fingle. 

The ancient eledfrum had in it a fifth of filver to the gold, 
and made a compound metal, as fit for moft ufes as gold. Bacon. 

Compound fubftances are made up of two or more fimple 
fubftances. Watts's Logick. 

2. [In grammar.] _ Compofed of two or more words; not 
fimple. 

Thofe who are his greateft admirers, feem pleafed with them 
as beauties ; I fpeak of his compound epithets. Pope. 

3. Compound or aggregated Flower, in botany, is fuch as con- 
fifts of many little flowers, concurring together to make up 

. one whole one ; each of which has its ftyle and ftamina, and 
adhering feed, and are all contained within one and the fame 
calyx : fuch are the funflower and dandelion. Harris. 

Co'mpound. n.f [from the verb.] The mafs formed by the 
union of many ingredients. 

For prefent ufe or profit, this is the rule : confider the price 
of the two fimple bodies; confider again the dignity of the 
one above the other in ufe ; then fee if you can make a com- 
pound, that will fave more in price than it will lofe in dignity 
of the ufe. Bacon s Phyfcal Rem. 

As man is a compound and mixture of flefh, as well as 

South's Sermons. 

Love, why do .we one paffion call ? 

When ’tis a compound of them all ; 

Fv here hot and cold, where {harp and fweet. 

In all their equipages meet. ’* Swift. 

Compound able. adj. [from compound .] Capable of beino- 
compounded. 

Compounder, n.f. [from To compound .] 

1. One who endeavours to bring parties to terms of agreement. 

I hefe foftners, fweetners, compounders , and expedient- 
mongers, who (hake their heads fo ftrongly. Swift. 

2. A mingler ; one who mixes bodies. 

7 . ° COaIPREHF/ND. v. a. [ comprehendo , Latin.] 

*• 1 0 comprife ; to include; to contain; to imply. 

If there be any other commandment, it is briefly compre- 
hended \\\ this faying, namely. Thou {halt love thy neio-hbour 

“ £* yfdf - . . . Rom. liii. 0. 

^ would be ridiculous to grow old in the ftudy of every 
necefiary thing, in an art which comprehends fo many feveral 

, t” 5 ' , Drydens Dufrefmy. 

" - 1 J conta in m the mind ; to underftand ; to conceive. 

Rome was not better by her Horace taught, 
i ban we are here to comprehend his thought. Waller . 
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the Icaft notion of 
the pleafurc which 
, vo from it, becaufe they cannot comprehend it. Dryd. 
Comprehensible, adj. [comprekenfble, Fren. compreomfiuih 
Lat.] Intelligible ; attainable by the mind ; conceiveabie by 

the Th e d horizon °fets the bounds between the eiihghtened 
and dark parts of things, between what is and what is not 

comprehenfble by us. With Jreat 

Comprehensibly, ddv. [from comprehenflne. ] 1 

power of fignification or undefftanding ; figmficantly , with 

great extent of fenfe. , r i 

The words wifdom and righteoufnefs are common./ ufed 

very comprehcnfbly, fo as to fignify all religion ana virtue. Tillot. 

Comprehension, n.f [comprehenfo, Latin.] _ 

1. The aa or quality of comprifing or containing ; incluiion. 

In the Old Teftament there is a clofe comprehenfon of the 
New, in the New an open difeovery of the Old. hooker, b. v. 

The comprehenfon of an idea regards all effential modes ana 
properties of it ; fo body, in its comprehenfon, takes in foil- 
dity, figure, quantity, mobility. Halts s Logick. 

2. Summary; epitome; compendium; abftrafl ; abr Figment u?. 

which much is comprifed. . 

If we would draw a fhort abftracl of human happmels, 

bring together all the various ingredients 01 it, and digeft 
them into one prefeription, we muft at laft fix on this wife 
and religious aphorifm in my text, as the fum and comprehen- 
fon of all. Rogers, Sermon 19. 

3. Knowledge; capacity; power of the mind to admit and 
contain many ideas at once. 

You give no proof of decay of your judgment, and com- 
prehenfon of all things, within the .compafs of an human un- 
derftanding. Dryden. 

4. [In rhetorick.] A trope or figure, by which the name of a, 

whole is put for a part, or that of a part for the whole, or a 
definite number for an indefinite. Harris. 

CompreheNsive. adj. [from comprehend.'] 

1. Having the power to comprehend or underftand many things 
at once. 

He muft have been a man of a moft wonderful comprehenfve 
nature, becaufe he has taken into the compafs of his Canter- 
bury tales the various manners and humours of the whole 
Englilh nation in his age ; not a fingle character has efcaped 
him. Dryden' s Fables , Preface r 

His hand unftain’d, his uncorrupted heart. 

His comprehenfve head ; all int’refts weigh’d. 

All Europe fav’d, yet Britain not betray’d. Pope's Epifles . 

2. Having the quality of comprifing much ; compendious; ex- 
tenfive. 

So diffufive, fo comprehenfve , fo catholick a grace is charity, 
that whatever time is the opportunity of any other virtue, that 
time is the opportunity of charity. Sprat's Sermons l 

Comprehensively, adv. [from- comprehenfve.] I11 a com- 
prehenfive manner. 

Comprehensiveness, n.f [from comprehenfve.] The qua- 
lity of including much in a few words or narrow compafs. 

Compare the beauty and comprehenfwcnefs of legends on an- 
cient coins. Addifon on Ancient Medals. 

To COMPREBS. v. a. [comprcfus, Latin.] 

1. To force into a narrower compafs ; to fqueeze together, 

2. To embrace. 

Her Neptune ey’d, with bloom of beauty bleft. 

And in his cave the yielding nymph comireji. Pope's Odyff 

There was in the ifland of Io a young girl comprefed by a 
genius, who delighted to affociate with the mufes. Pope. 

ComprNss. n.f [from the verb.] Bobbers of linen rags, by 
which furgeons fuit their bandages for any particular part or 
purpofe. _ . fhiincy. 

I applied an intercipient about the ankle and upper part of 
the toot, and by cbmprcfs and bandage drefl'ed it up. Wifeman. 

CompRessibiNit y. n. f. [from comprefble.] The quality of 
being compreffible ; the quality of admitting to be brought by 
force into a narrower compafs ; as air maybe compreffed, but 
water can by no violence be reduced to lefs fpace than it na- 
turally occupies. 

Compressible, adj. [from comprefs.] Capable of being forced 
into a narrower compafs ; yielding to preffure, fo as that one 
part is brought nearer to another. 

Their being fpiral particles, accounts for the el aft i city of 
air ; their being fpherical particles, which gives free paffao-e 


5 Tis un juft, that they who have not tne itzit non on o 
heroic writing, ihould therefore condemn the pleafurc which 
others receive 


to any heterogeneous matter, accounts for 


■ 

. ~ - air's being com- 

prejfible. Cheyne's Phil. Prin. 

CompreSsibleNess . 11. f [from compreffible.] Capability of 
being preffed clofe. A 

Compression, n.f [comprejfo, Latin.] The a<5t of brinefin^ 
the parts of any body more near to each other by violence° 
the quality of admitting fuch an effort of force as may com- 
pel the body comprefted into a narrower fpace. 

Whenfoever a folid body is preffed, there is an inward 
tumult in the parts thereof, feeking to deliver themfelves from 
the comprefjion ; and this is the caufe of all violent motion. 

Bacon's Natural H if cry, N°. 9. 

The 




